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Welcome! 

 

Dear colleagues, 
 
We are honored and pleased welcoming you to the XIX Workshop 
Aggression at the Technische Universität Berlin, Germany.  
The Workshop Aggression, as a small to medium sized conference for 
aggression research, has a history that dates back to 1997. Keeping 
with the tradition of previous meetings, the workshop provides a 
forum to present current research from all areas of basic and applied 
aggression research. In this year we focus on the main topic “Social 
and Media Dimensions of Aggression”. We are delighted that three 
keynote speakers will set the stage with talks concerning different 
areas within this main topic – from bystanding behavior in school 
bullying over cyberbullying to violent video games. The participants 
present a total of 35 interesting research questions concerning the 
main topic and beyond.  
The central aim of the Workshop Aggression is to enable researchers 
with different theoretical and methodological backgrounds to discuss 
their research, making this Workshop an ideal place for scientific 
exchange between international researchers of aggression. We are 
looking forward to an inspiring atmosphere for researchers at all 
stages of their career and discussions concerning aggression in it’s 
social and media dimensions.  
 
A warm welcome to you all! 
 
Jan Pfetsch and the organizing team 
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Program at a Glance 

Thursday, November 20, 2014  
 
17:00 Hall MAR: Registration 

18:00 MAR 0.011: Angela Ittel: Welcome 

18:30 MAR 0.011: Keynote Gianluca Gini 
Non-Aggressive Bystanding Behavior in School Bullying:  
Individual and Contextual Correlates 

19:30 Hall MAR: Informal Get Together 

 
Friday, November 21, 2014 
 
08:00 Hall MAR: Registration 

09:00 MAR 0.011: Keynote Petra Gradinger 
Risk Factors for and Prevention of Cyberbullying 

10:00 MAR 0.011: Tea Break 

10:30 MAR 6.004: Symposium  
(C. Diehl & G. Bohner):  
Social dimensions of sex-
ual aggression 

MAR 6.011: Individual  
Presentations: Motives for and 
Predictors of Cyberbullying 

12:30 MAR 0.011: Lunch Break 

13:45 MAR 6.004: Individual 
Presentations:  
Experimental Approaches 
to Aggression 

MAR 6.011: Individual  
Presentations: Bystanders of 
Cyberbullying 

14:45 Hall MAR: Tea Break 
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Friday, November 21, 2014 – continued  
 
15:00 Hall MAR: Poster Presentation 

16:00 MAR 6.004: Individual 
Presentations: Trolling 
and Online Aggression 

MAR 6.011: Individual  
Presentations: Perception and 
Prevention of Cyberbullying 

17:30 Break 
19:00 Conference Dinner 

 
Saturday, November 22, 2014  
 
09:00 MAR 0.011: Keynote Tobias Rothmund  

The Violent Video Games Debate – Media Effects Research 
and Its Public Understanding 

10:00 MAR 0.011: Tea Break 

10:30 MAR 6.004: Individual  
Presentations: Violent 
Video Games 

MAR 6.011: Individual  
Presentations: Workplace  
Bullying 

11:30 Short Break 

11:45 MAR 6.004: Individual  
Presentations: Normative 
Dimensions of Aggression 

MAR 6.011: Individual  
Presentations: Children and 
Aggression 

12:45 MAR 0.011: Fare-Well with drinks and snacks 

14:00 Optional: Visit of Berlin Wall Memorial (Gedenkstätte Berli-
ner Mauer), Bernauer Straße 111, 13355 Berlin 
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Program 

Thursday, November 20, 2014  
   

17:00 Hall MAR: Registration 
   

MAR 0.011: Welcome 

Angela Ittel 

18:00 

Vice President for International Relations Technische Universität Berlin 
   

MAR 0.011: Keynote 

Gini, G.  

University of Padua, Italy 

18:30 

Non-Aggressive Bystanding Behavior in School Bullying:  
Individual and Contextual Correlates 

   

19:30 Hall MAR: Informal Get Together 
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Friday, November 21, 2014  
   

08:00 Hall MAR: Registration 
   

MAR 0.011: Keynote 

Gradinger, P.  

Applied University of Upper Austria, Austria 

09:00 

Risk Factors for and Prevention of Cyberbullying 
   

10:00 MAR 0.011: Tea Break 
   

10:30 MAR 6.004 MAR 6.011 
    

  Symposium (Chair: C. Diehl): Individual Presentations (Chair: N. Fawzi):  
  Social dimensions of sexual aggression Motives for and Predictors of Cyberbullying 
  Emirali, A., Horvath M.  Marx, K.  
  Middlesex University, UK Technische Universität Berlin, Germany 

  Blurred lines: Exploring the associations 
between exposure to sexualised music 
videos, rape proclivity, rape myth accep-
tance and symbolic racism 

Like a Hit in the Face – Verbal Aggression in 
Online Communication 

  Diehl, C., Carvacho, H.  Fluck, J.  
  Bielefeld University, Germany University of Koblenz - Landau, Germany 

  Effects of social class membership on 
men’s proclivity to sexually harass 

Why do students bully?  
An investigation into motives 

  Page, T., Pina, A.  Müller, C. R., Pfetsch, J., Ittel, A.  
  University of Kent, UK Technische Universität Berlin, Germany 

  “ It was only harmless banter”: The role of 
in-group identification and moral disen-
gagement on males’ justifications for 
sexual harassment 

Frequent media use increases the risk of 
cyberbullying and cybervictimization –  
Does ethical media competence help? 

  Lambine, M., Horvath, M., Adler, J., Gray, J.  Fawzi, N., Riesmeyer, C.  
  Middlesex University, UK University of Munich, Germany 

  “Fat Girl Rodeo”: Male Peer Support and 
the Normalisation of Misogyny in Sports 

Cyberbullying and media literacy:  
A comparison of victims, bullies, bully-
victims and non-involved adolescents 

  Bohner, G.   

  Bielefeld University, Germany  

  Discussion  
   

12:30 MAR 0.011: Lunch Break 
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MAR 6.004 MAR 6.011 
Individual Presentations (Chair: A. 
Wettstein): Experimental Approaches 
to Aggression 

Individual Presentations (Chair: H.  
Machácková): Bystanders of Cyberbullying 

Lutz, J.  Machácková, H., Dedkova, L., Mezulanikova, K.  

University of Potsdam, Germany Masaryk University, Czech Republic 

Haptic and auditive incompatible 
stimuli mitigate feelings of anger 
induced by aversive events 

Bystander effect in cyberbullying incidents 

Wettstein, A., Brendgen, M., Vitaro, 
F., Guimond, F.A., Forget-Dubois, N., 
Cantin, S., Dionne, G., Boivin, M �� �"���l�}�À���U���>�X, Machackova, H., Mezulanikova, K.  

University of Bern, Switzerland Masaryk University, Czech Republic 

13:45 

The Movie Viewer Task – Exploring 
the Additive and Interactive Roles of 
Aggression, Prosocial Behavior, and 
Social Preference in Predicting Re-
source Control in Young Children 

Real and hypothetical cyberbullying bystanders: 
Do they tell the same story? 

   

14:45 Hall MAR: Tea Break 
 

  

Hall MAR: Poster Presentation 
Bulathwatta, A.  
University of Leipzig, Germany 
Aggression related Trauma and Coping among University Students – Exploring Emotional 
Intelligence Applications on Coping with Aggression related Trauma 
Cosma, A., Balazsi, R., Baban, A.  
Babes Bolyai University, Romania 
Relationship between cyberbullying victimization, media usage and health outcomes in 
Romanian school aged children 
Farnicka, M.  
Zielona Gora University, Poland 
The choosen conditionings to be a victim or an aggressor of indirect aggression during 
adolescence. 
Jones, S.  
University of Coventry, UK 
‘“He’ll ‘ave to toughen up or they’ll think ‘es a puff”  Normalising violence in working class 
boy's gender identity' 
Petrovic, B., Stahlberg, D.  
University of Mannheim, Germany 
Country ostracized by other countries: Effect of exclusion on aggression. 

Rottenburg, E., Pfetsch, J.  
University of Potsdam, Germany 

15:00 

Normative Attitudes and Justice Sensitivity in Relation to Bullying and Cyberbullying 
among Adolescents 
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Schwark, S., Bohner, G.  
Bielefeld University, Germany 
The use of persuasive arguments in reducing rape myth acceptance 

Stelter, C.  
University of Koblenz-Landau, Germany 
Analyzing online aggression among adolescents: Severity level and ways of coping 

Zapata-Calvente, A.L., Megías, J.L. ,Moya, M.  
University of Granada, Spain 
The influence of individual, relationship and ideological factors on Psychological Intimate 
Partner Violence Against Women 

   

  MAR 6.004 MAR 6.011 
   

Individual Presentations (Chair: M. Ver-
hovnik):  Trolling and Online Aggression 

Individual Presentations (Chair: B. Spears):  
Perception and Prevention of Cyberbullying 

Long, E.  
Hess, M., Schultze-Krumbholz, A., Marten, 
R., Broschk, Ch., Scheithauer, H.  

Middlesex University, UK Freie Universität Berlin, Germany 

A Proposed Typology of RIP Trolls in Re-
sponse to the Sandy Hook Elementary 
School Shooting: A Thematic Analysis 

Differences in Severity Perceptions of Ado-
lescents Rating Cyberbullying Attacks 

Gray, J.M., Long, E., Ayub, Z.  

Van Cleemput, K., Vandebosch, H., 
Bastiaensens, S., Poels, K.,  Desmet, A.,  De 
Bourdeaudhuij, I.  

Middlesex University, UK University of Antwerp, Belgium 

Differentiating responses to internet 
‘trolling’ 

“They should wear sneakers and skinny 
jeans”. The development of a serious game 
on cyberbullying 

Verhovnik, M.  Spears, B.A., Taddeo, C.  
Catholic University of Eichstätt-Ingolstadt University of South Australia, Australia 

16:00 

Aggressive theme – aggressive thoughts? 
Topics, posts and their content in a school 
shooting-interest forum 

Online Social Marketing Campaigns and 
Cyberbullying 

   

17:30 Break Break 
  

19.00 Conference Dinner:  
Restaurant Wohlfahrt´s & Dressler 
Kurfürstendamm 207-208 
10719 Berlin 
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Saturday, November 22, 2014  

   

MAR 0.011: Keynote 

Rothmund, T.  

University of Koblenz-Landau, Campus Landau, Germany 

09:00 

The Violent Video Games Debate – Media Effects Research and Its Public Understanding 
   

10:00 MAR 0.011: Tea Break 
   

MAR 6.004 MAR 6.011 
  

Individual Presentations (Chair: A. 
Melzer): Violent Video Games 

Individual Presentations (Chair: G.  
Steffgen): Workplace Bullying 

Happ, C., Melzer, A.  Fida, R., Paciello, M., Tramontano, C.  

University of Trier, Germany Coventry University, UK 

The Glue of The (Virtual) Social World? 
Exploring The Role of Empathy in Violent 
Video Games. 

Aggressive response to bullying at work. 

Melzer, A., Happ, C., Steffgen, G.  Steffgen, G., Kohl, D., Happ, C. 

Université du Luxembourg, Luxembourg Université du Luxembourg, Luxembourg 

10:30 

Moral Disengagement, Media Preferences, 
and the Effects of Violent Video Games. 

Predicting workplace mobbing by working 
conditions. 

   

11:30 Short Break 
   

Individual Presentations (Chair: R. Bondü): 
Normative Dimensions of Aggression 

Individual Presentations (Chair: M. 
Horvath): Children and Aggression 

Busching, R., Krahé, B.  Costa, A., Steffgen, G.  

University of Potsdam, Germany Université du Luxembourg, Luxembourg 

The Girls Set the Tone. Gendered Class-
room Norms and Aggression in Adoles-
cence.  

Emotion Regulation and Anger Expression in 
Children with Autism Spectrum Disorder and 
Typically Developing Children.  

Bondü, R.  Horvath, M.A.H., Davidson, J., Gekoski, A.  

University of Konstanz, Germany Middlesex University, UK 

11:45 

Does the Hostile Attribution Bias Explain 
the Effects of Justice Sensitivity on Aggres-
sion? 

The prevalence, nature, and impact of in-
trafamilial child sexual abuse: Findings from 
a Rapid Evidence Assessment. 

   

12:45 MAR 0.011: Fare-Well with drinks and snacks 
  

14:00 Optional: Visit of Berlin Wall Memorial (Bernauer Straße 111, 13355 Berlin) 
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Abstracts of Keynote Lectures 

Non-Aggressive Bystanding Behavior in School Bullying: 
Individual and Contextual Correlates 

Gianluca Gini  

University of Padua, Padua, Italy 

Children and youth who do not participate in aggressive behavior 
toward peers are present during the majority of episodes of bullying. 
They may serve as defenders who enact prosocial behaviors toward 
victims including comforting and supporting victims, intervening, 
getting help, or encouraging victims to get help; however they rarely 
intervene. What individual factors and what contexts may make 
some children stick up for the victim, while others remain unin-
volved, is a relatively new area of research. This presentation will 
review our research on children’s bystander behavior to provide indi-
vidual and contextual explanations of defending behavior. Results 
will be presented within a social-ecological framework and implica-
tions for anti-bullying programs will be also discussed. 



Abstracts of Keynote Lectures 

14 

Risk Factors for and Prevention of Cyberbullying 

Petra Gradinger  

Applied University of Upper Austria, Linz, Austria 

Many children and adolescents are involved in cyberbullying, a sub-
form of aggressive behavior carried out in cyberspace (Livingstone et 
al., 2011). Research has already demonstrated negative conse-
quences for school-aged children involved in cyberbullying and 
doubtless, there is a need for evidence based intervention and pre-
vention programs (Flay, et al., 2005). Unfortunately, longitudinal and 
experimental evidence regarding risk and protective factors for cy-
berbullying, or effective coping strategies of cyber victims, is rare 
which may hinder the construction of specific cyberbullying preven-
tion programs. Nevertheless, consistent research documents the 
cross-sectional co-occurrence of cyberbullying with bullying (Kowalski 
et al., 2014) and mechanisms of cyberbullying and bullying are similar 
(Gradinger, Strohmeier & Spiel, 2012). As a consequence it is con-
ceivable that prevention programs for bullying are also effective in 
preventing cyberbullying (e.g., Williford et al., 2013). Therefore, the 
presentation will highlight quality criteria for evidence based inter-
vention and prevention programs and review current evidence re-
garding longitudinal risk and protective factors for cyberbullying. 
Also, evidence based prevention efforts against (cyber) bullying will 
be presented, which involve the whole school. 
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The Violent Video Games Debate –  
Media Effects Research and Its Public Understanding 

Tobias Rothmund  

University of Koblenz-Landau, Campus Landau, Germany 

During the last 30 years a substantial body of empirical research has 
investigated the potentially detrimental effects of exposure to vio-
lence in video games. The state of evidence has repeatedly been re-
viewed using meta-analytic methodology and most recent analyses 
provide strong and consistent evidence for small effects of video 
game violence on aggressive cognition, affect and behavior (Ander-
son et al., 2010; Greitemeyer & Mügge, 2014). I want to address two 
research questions that follow up on these meta-analytic findings. 
First, how does exposure to video game violence operate in the short-
term and in the long-term? What are the underlying psychological 
processes? In the General Aggression Model (Anderson & Bushman, 
2002), different pathways of media violence effects are distinguished. 
However, empirical studies have strongly emphasized the role of 
priming-based social cognitive pathways that are derived from Cogni-
tive Neoassociation Theory (Berkowitz, 1989). Based on of our own 
research on short- and long-term effects of media violence I want to 
discuss some empirical shortcomings of these priming-based theo-
retical accounts. The second focus will be on a public understanding 
of science perspective: Why is the state of evidence (even in the face 
of the present meta-analyses) still discussed so controversially in the 
general public? Research findings are presented that shed light on 
why people differ so strongly in how they evaluate the state of evi-
dence on video game violence. The presentation will focus especially 
on how motivated processing and understanding of scientific evi-
dence can account for these differences. 
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Abstracts of the Symposium 

Social Dimensions of Sexual Aggression 

Blurred lines:  
Exploring the associations between exposure to sexualised 

music videos, rape proclivity, rape myth acceptance and 
symbolic racism 

Emirali, A., & Horvath M. 

Middlesex University, London, UK  

Men’s exposure to sexualised music videos has often been associated 
with increased acceptance of rape myths, stereotypical gender roles 
and distorted perceptions of relationships (Kistler & Lee, 2009; Bur-
gess & Burpo, 2011). Research has found that black women are highly 
sexualised in music videos, suggesting that ethnicity of female per-
formers may also impact viewer’s attitudes. 100 heterosexual male 
students at Middlesex University completed rape myth acceptance 
and symbolic racism scales before being exposed to one of four vid-
eos; a sexualised music video featuring either only black women or 
only white women; a non-sexualised music video featuring either 
only black women or only white women. Participants then completed 
scales measuring their rape proclivity, frequency of exposure to mu-
sic videos and perceived realism. Exposure to music videos had no 
effect on rape proclivity. Men who reported greater exposure to mu-
sic videos perceived them as more realistic. Those who perceived 
music videos as more realistic reported higher rape proclivity, rape 
myth acceptance and symbolic racism. Given the normalisation and 
frequency of exposure to music videos in societies, these findings 
indicate the need to study their potential negative influences on atti-
tudes and behaviour. 
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Effects of social class membership  
on men’s proclivity to sexually harass 

Diehl, C., & Carvacho, H.  

Bielefeld University, Bielefeld, Germany 

Sexual harassment serves to maintain male dominance by suppress-
ing women. It is mainly driven by power but also by sexual motiva-
tion, and enhanced by status differences. To examine if belonging to 
an upper or lower class facilitates sexually harassing behavior for 
men via emphasizing status differences, we conducted two studies.  
In Study 1 (N = 133), we used objective measures of social class (e.g., 
income) to predict men’s anticipated behavior in a scenario-based 
questionnaire assessing sexual harassment proclivity. In Study 2 (N = 
75), we asked participants to indicate their subjective position in 
their community relative to others. Hereafter, we used a measure to 
assess actual sexually harassing behavior as follows: As part of a 
computer chat task, all male participants interacted with a (com-
puter-simulated) female target, and had the repeated opportunity to 
sexually harass her by sending her either sexually offensive remarks 
or sexist jokes or non-harassing material. In both studies, we further 
assessed hostile sexism and short-term mating orientation as poten-
tial mediators.  
Results show that higher objective social class is associated with 
lower reports of sexual harassment proclivity (Study 1). Similarly, 
higher subjective social class, compared to lower class, led to less 
sexually harassing behavior in the chat paradigm (Study 2). Possible 
explanations, e.g. differences in the underlying motivation to sexually 
harass between men from upper and lower class, are discussed. 
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“ It was only harmless banter” :  
The role of in-group identification and moral disengagement 

on males’ justifications for sexual harassment 

Page, T., & Pina, A. 

University of Kent, Canterbury, UK 

Sexual harassment is conceptualised as aggressive and immoral be-
haviour (Bowes-Sperry & O’Leary-Kelly, 2005). However, the self-
regulatory processes underlying sexual harassment perpetration have 
received little empirical or theoretical attention. Using multicompo-
nent models of in-group identification (Leach et al., 2008) this pres-
entation examines the neutralising effects of moral disengagement 
mechanisms on males’ interpretation of sexually harassing behav-
iour. An online study was conducted in which males read a news arti-
cle depicting gender harassment in the military. Participants com-
pleted measures of male gender identification, hostile and benevo-
lent sexism, moral judgment, emotional reactions and support of 
behavioural responses by the male perpetrators. The use of moral 
disengagement in minimising and justifying the harassment was also 
assessed. Analyses revealed that moral disengagement was predicted 
by hostile sexism and perceived in-group homogeneity. Greater 
moral disengagement was related to judgments of the behaviour as 
less immoral, attenuated negative affect in response to the male 
perpetrators’ conduct and enhanced positive affect. Higher moral 
disengagement was also related to less support for prosocial behav-
iour and greater support for avoidance. This research advances dis-
cussions of the social psychological processes that facilitate sexual 
harassment. Practical implications of this research for bystander in-
tervention are acknowledged. 
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“ Fat Girl Rodeo” :  
Male Peer Support and the Normalisation of Misogyny in Sports 

Lambine, M., Horvath, M., Adler, J., & Gray, J.  

Middlesex University, London, UK 

This study explores the normalization of misogyny, harassment, and 
sexual abuse by men participating in competitive sports. Past re-
search has reported that sports participation and negative male peer 
support may be significantly associated with elevated belief in rape 
myths, misogynist ideology (Boeringer, 1999; Brown, Sumner & 
Nocera, 2002), domestic violence (DeKeseredy & Schwartz, 2005), 
and in some cases multiple perpetrator rape (MPR) (Benedict, 1998; 
Trebon, 2007-08).  Ten semi-structured qualitative interviews were 
conducted with sportsmen on a number of dimensions relating to the 
manner and type of peer support they receive from team members 
and other male peer groups. These included not only their relation-
ships and experiences, but also the role of alcohol in male interac-
tions, and thoughts about the reported link between athletes and 
sexual assault. Findings provided insight into the dynamics of male 
interaction and lent some support for the idea that some male 
groups are more likely to normalize engagement in misogynist dia-
logue and negativity towards women. Also, sports participation and 
alcohol use may exacerbate these tendencies in such peer groups. 
Implications for future  inquiry into these issues and contribution to 
practitioner work will be discussed.  
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Abstracts of Oral Presentations 

Does the Hostile Attribution Bias  
Explain the Effects of Justice Sensitivity on Aggression? 

Bondü, R. 

University of Konstanz, Konstanz, Germany 

The hostile attribution bias is a well-established cognitive risk factor for 
aggression. It has also been described as a part of the suspicious mindset 
that is assumed to characterize highly victim justice sensitive individuals, 
making them hypervigilant to cues of untrustworthiness and causing 
them to show uncooperative behavior in the face of such cues. Thus, 
victim justice sensitivity may work in a similar fashion as the hostile at-
tribution bias by enhancing the tendency to expect negative behavior 
from others. Therefore, the adverse effects of victim justice sensitivity 
on behavior in social interactions might be explained by the hostile attri-
bution bias. We measured victim, observer, and perpetrator justice sen-
sitivity, the hostile attribution bias, and forms (physical, relational, ver-
bal) and functions (proactive, reactive) of aggression in two samples of 
N = 349 adults and of N = 111 10- to 16-year olds. In both samples, the 
justice sensitivity scales showed differential relations with forms and 
functions of aggression when considered simultaneously in structural 
equation models controlled for gender and age. Most of these effects 
remained stable even when controlling for the hostile attribution bias, 
which only accounted for a small number of the effects of the justice 
sensitivity scales on forms and functions of aggression. In other words, 
justice sensitivity added to the explanation of variance in the aggression 
measures in our studies over and beyond the hostile attribution bias as a 
well-established risk factor for aggression. Thus, negative expectations 
about other’s behavior are apparently only part of the reason why (vic-
tim) justice sensitivity is positively linked to aggression. Subsequent 
analyses suggested that trait anger may be another important disposi-
tional factor which may explain for these associations. 
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The Girls Set the Tone.  
Gendered Classroom Norms and Aggression in Adolescence 

Busching, R., & Krahé, B.  

University of Potsdam, Potsdam, Germany 

In a four-wave longitudinal study with N = 1,302 adolescents in Ger-
many, we examined the impact of class-level normative beliefs about 
aggression on aggressive norms and behavior at the individual level 
over the course of three years. At each data wave, participants indi-
cated their normative acceptance of aggressive behavior and pro-
vided self-reports of physical and relational aggression. Multilevel 
analyses revealed significant cross-level interactions between class-
level and individual-level normative beliefs at T1 on individual differ-
ences in physical and relational aggression at T2, and the indirect 
interactive effects were significant up to T4. More specifically, girls’ 
class-level normative beliefs defined the boundary conditions for the 
expression of individual differences in aggressive norms and their 
impact on aggressive behavior. Individual differences in the norma-
tive acceptance of aggression were more pronounced and more 
closely related to aggressive behavior the higher girls’ approval of 
aggression at the class level. The findings demonstrate the moderat-
ing effect of social context on the pathways from normative beliefs to 
aggressive behavior in adolescence. 
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Emotion Regulation and Anger Expression  
in Children with Autism Spectrum Disorder  

and Typically Developing Children 

Costa, A. & Steffgen, G. 

Université du Luxembourg, Walferdange, Luxembourg 

Emotion regulation (ER) is an important aspect of children’s emo-
tional and social development. It maximizes learning and allows the 
development of trusting relationships. ER is particularly relevant for 
children with autism spectrum disorder (ASD). Children with ASD 
have frequent behavioural disturbances that are believed to derive 
from low ER capacities. The main purpose of the present study was to 
investigate the relationship between ER and anger expression in chil-
dren with ASD compared to typically developing (TD) children. Par-
ticipants were 29 children aged from 5 to 12 years old. 8 children 
were diagnosed with ASD accompanied by intellectual and language 
impairments, 9 children were diagnosed with ASD without intellec-
tual or language impairments, and 12 were TD children. ER was as-
sessed by parents’ reports of their child’s ER and anger expression by 
the observation of children during a frustration-eliciting situation. 
Analyses of variance revealed that children with ASD were evaluated 
by their parents as having lower ER than TD children and, that chil-
dren with ASD demonstrated more anger-related behaviours than TD 
children. However, no differences were found between the two 
groups of children with ASD for ER or anger expression. This shows 
that intellectual or language impairments in ASD are not key-factors 
on how parents perceive their children’s ER or on how they express 
anger. Moreover, a negative correlation was found between ER and 
expressed anger. These results stress the necessity of developing 
interventions for teaching adequate ER strategies to children with 
ASD. 
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Real and hypothetical cyberbullying bystanders:  
Do they tell the same story? 

�� �"���l�}�À���U���>�X�U���D�����Z�����l�}�À���U���, �X�U���˜ ��Mezulanikova, K. 

Masaryk University, Brno, Czech Republic 

Cyberbullying is relatively rare phenomenon affecting under 10% of 
children (Livingstone et al., 2011) which may be why some research-
ers employ hypothetical scenarios to measure its correlates. This 
approach offer valuable insights, but also raises questions about ex-
ternal validity. In this study, we focus on stated reactions of real and 
hypothetical bystanders of cyberbullying to assess their differences 
or similarities. We use data from 679 adolescent (12-19) participants 
in study on cyberbullying bystanders conducted in 2014 in the Czech 
Republic. Cyberbullying bystanders were asked about the incident 
and their reactions, others stated supposed reactions to hypothetical 
scenarios. To assure comparability, we selected only respondents 
reacting to victimization of a friend, both in real (n=132) and hypo-
thetical (n=115) scenario. The current sample thus consists of 247 
adolescents (M=14.9, SD=1.8; 67% girls). To detect possible differ-
ences, we conducted series of logistic regressions predicting 8 reac-
tions (e.g. I tried/would try to comfort the victim) by responding to 
actual/hypothetic incident. We controlled for demographics, levels of 
empathy and peer rejection. The results showed that hypothetical 
bystanders consistently overestimated their supportive behaviors: in 
all six supportive items, being the real bystander lowered the odds of 
helping the victimized friend. Interestingly, bystanders did not differ 
in ignoring the situation and retaliation. These results are further 
discussed with regard to methodology and the usage of hypothetical 
scenarios. 
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Cyberbullying and media literacy:  
A comparison of victims, bullies, bully-victims  

and non-involved adolescents 

Fawzi, N., & Riesmeyer, C.  

University of Munich, Munich, Germany 

Media literacy is an ability to use the various possibilities media of-
fers and a way to prevent risks (Potter, 2010; Hobbs, 2011; Erstad & 
Amdam, 2013), e.g. cyberbullying, which is one of the most common 
risks adolescents are confronted with online (Tokunaga, 2010; Living-
stone et al., 2013). The relationship between cyberbullying experi-
ence and media literacy has not been analyzed much although such a 
relation seems to suggest itself. For example, a high level of media 
literacy could decrease the risk of becoming a bully. Therefore, this 
study asks how victims and bullies of cyberbullying differ in terms of 
their media literacy and their estimation of cyberbullying effects. We 
conducted an online survey in December 2013 and January 2014 
among 12 to 26 year old Germans. From the 1302 persons that par-
ticipated in the questionnaire, 11 % have been victims, 8 % bullies, 10 
% bully-victims while 71 % have not experienced cyberbullying yet. 
The results show that those groups differ in terms of their critical 
media literacy skills and their Internet use, while their technical me-
dia skills, their media knowledge and their evaluation of cyberbully-
ing effects do not diverge from each other. This demonstrates that 
perpetrators are in fact aware of the consequences of their actions 
for the victims. 
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Aggressive response to bullying at work 

Fida, R.1, Paciello, M.2, & Tramontano, C.3 

 1 Sapienza University of Rome, Rome, Italy 
 2 Uninettuno Telematic International University, Rome, Italy 
 3 Coventry University, Coventry, UK 

Over the past decades both the victim and the perpetrator’s perspec-
tive were adopted to study aggression at work. The former largely 
documented the consequences of experiencing bullying, especially in 
terms of health and well-being. The latter mainly underlined the role 
of stress-strain process in leading workers to have destructive behav-
iours. Both these perspectives need to be integrated for the under-
standing of workplace aggression (Fox & Spector 2005). The aim of 
our study was to examine whether and how being the victim of bully-
ing at work can lead to both health problems and aggressive re-
sponses. We investigated the impact of both affective and cognitive 
individual dimensions. Specifically, we considered negative emotional 
reactions (i.e. anger, fear) that can be seen both as a consequence of 
experiencing bullying and one of the main predictors of health prob-
lems and aggressive behaviours. We also considered moral disen-
gagement as a social cognitive dimension that can explain why under 
stressful circumstances even a fully committed worker can behave 
destructively. We analysed the process from bullying to health prob-
lems and counter-aggressive behaviours in two Italian samples: 1,141 
workers from different organizational settings and 438 nurses. The 
results of two structural equation models confirmed that negative 
emotional reactions derived by being victims of bullying at work have 
a double effect: there is both a ‘hot’ path that can increase workers 
risk of health problems and a ‘cold’ path in which the activation of 
cognitive process may justify the recourse to counter-aggressive be-
haviour. The conclusion discusses how results may inform both train-
ing and intervention design. 

 



Abstracts of Oral Presentations 

26 

Why do students bully?  
An investigation into motives 

Fluck, J. 

Universität Koblenz – Landau, Campus Landau, Germany 

Research on school bullying and violence has always been working 
with taxonomies of bullying to categorize aggressive acts. Research-
ers distinguish between direct and indirect or between physical, ver-
bal, and relational bullying. Cyberbullying is categorized either by 
type of action or by type of medium. In this article, we propose an-
other kind of categorization: the taxonomy of reasons. A question-
naire was developed that asks for the five dimensions “instrumental,” 
“power,” “sadism,” “ideology,” and “revenge.” It was tested with 
middle-school children in Germany. While bullies claim that their 
reasons were mostly revenge, victims mostly insinuate sadism and 
power. Both groups claim that ideology and instrumental violence 
play a little role. Confirmatory Factor Analyses (CFA) show that at 
least four of the theoretically proposed dimensions make sense (ex-
cept instrumentality). A qualitative analysis of open answers shows 
that for future questionnaires, the taxonomy should include addi-
tional dimensions, such as peer pressure and lack of self-control. 
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Differentiating responses to internet ‘trolling’ 

Gray, J.M., Long, E., & Ayub, Z. 

Middlesex University, London, UK 

Internet trolling is a relatively new phenomenon, and one that has 
caused substantial concern among the public and in the media. How-
ever, the discourses surrounding ‘trolling’ have generally used this 
term to encompass a variety of different online behaviours, including 
cyber-bullying, cyber-stalking and harassment, as well as behaviours 
more accurately described as ‘trolling’ (see e.g. Phillips, 2012). The 
purpose of the present study is to begin to investigate whether dif-
ferences are perceived between different types of ‘trolling’ behav-
iour. Participants were 122 members of the public, recruited in the 
UK, who completed an electronic survey into their attitudes to inter-
net ‘trolling’. The survey focussed on three types of trolling, ‘newbie 
trolling’, ‘RIP trolling’ and ‘concern trolling’, and asked participants 
questions about why they think trolls behave as they do, and what 
actions should be taken in response to ‘trolling’. The results suggest 
that people are able to distinguish between different types of ‘troll-
ing’, and that of these three types of activity, ‘RIP trolling’ is seen as 
the most problematic and needing intervention. The findings of this 
study are discussed in the context of media and policy responses to 
‘trolling’, and the need for greater nuance in the understanding and 
discussion of ‘trolling’. 
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The Glue of The (Virtual) Social World?  
Exploring The Role of Empathy in Violent Video Games 

Happ, C.1, & Melzer, A.2 

 1 University of Trier, Trier, Germany 
 2 Université du Luxembourg, Walferdange, Luxembourg 

Empathy is a well-researched concept in psychology of interpersonal 
relations. Yet, only recently empathy has been suggested as an im-
portant moderating factor in understanding the complex effects of 
violent video game exposure. In three empirical studies with a total 
of 228 participants, inducing empathy (i.e., by means of a video clip 
or text) before playing a violent video game was found to affect emo-
tion, cognition (e.g., hostile perception), prosocial behavior (e.g., 
returning a lost letter, giving to charity) as well as aggression (e.g., 
antisocial behavior, stealing). In contrast to popular belief, however, 
inducing empathy was not always beneficial. It was found to increase 
hostile perception, for example, when playing a morally bad game 
character afterwards. Thus, whether empathy had positive or nega-
tive effects depended, among other factors, on the character played 
(e.g., hero vs. villain) and players’ interpretation of their game char-
acter (e.g., perpetrator vs. victim). The present findings underline the 
significance of context factors (see Gentile & Bushman, 2012) as well 
as their interaction with content factors (e.g., empathic storyline for a 
violent villain character; see Gentile, 2011) when predicting media 
effects. The underlying mechanisms (e.g., moral concerns) and the 
research implications of these unexpected findings are discussed. 
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Differences in Severity Perceptions  
of Adolescents Rating Cyberbullying Attacks 

Hess, M., Schultze-Krumbholz, A., Marten, R., Broschk, Ch.,  

& Scheithauer, H.  

Freie Universität Berlin, Berlin, Germany 

A growing field in aggression research deals with cyberbullying, a 
phenomenon described as repeated aggressive acts using modern 
communication media to intentionally harm others less powerful 
than the perpetrator. However, key issues about the impact of cy-
berbullying are unresolved. For example, current definitions of cy-
berbullying are based on experts, neglecting the perception of the 
people involved. Therefore, the present study examines the question 
of how hypothetical scenarios of cyberbullying are rated regarding 
the severity of the incidents. 497 students (age range 12 to 17 years) 
from Berlin, Germany, were asked to rate hypothetical scenarios 
(Menesini et al., 2013) combining different definitional features of 
cyberbullying. In addition, the own involvement of participants in 
cyberbullying was assessed via self-reports. Data of severity ratings 
were analyzed regarding the effects of type of cyberbullying, gender, 
age, educational level, and involvement. Results show that type of 
cyberbullying, age, and educational level do influence ratings of se-
verity of cyberbullying events whereas gender and own involvement 
do not. Results are discussed regarding the conceptual features of 
cyberbullying and possible conclusions for prevention and interven-
tion. 
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The prevalence, nature, and impact of intrafamilial child  
sexual abuse: Findings from a Rapid Evidence Assessment 

Horvath, M.A.H., Davidson, J., & Gekoski, A. 

Middlesex University, London, UK 

Child sexual abuse (CSA) that takes place within a family environment 
accounts for an estimated nine out of ten cases of CSA. Furthermore, 
a recent Inquiry into Child Sexual Exploitation by Gangs and Groups in 
the UK found that such abuse often remains unrecognised and unad-
dressed. These findings prompted the Office of the Children’s Com-
missioner to commission a Rapid Evidence Assessment (REA) into 
intrafamilial child sexual abuse (IFCSA), which would form the evi-
dence-base for a two year Inquiry (2014-2016) into the subject. This 
paper discusses a sub-set of the REA findings on the prevalence, na-
ture, and impact of IFCSA based on 296 grey and academic sources. It 
was found that: there is wide variation in national and international 
prevalence rates due to differing definitions, methodologies, and 
underreporting; most CSA is committed by a family member or 
somebody known to the victim; girls are more likely to be victims 
than boys; the age of onset of abuse is typically school age or adoles-
cence; disabled children are more likely to be abused than their non-
disabled peers; there is underreporting of IFCSA in black and minority 
ethnic communities; sibling abuse may be more common than that 
by fathers; the taboo nature of female perpetrated sexual abuse may 
result in underreporting; IFCSA encompasses the full range of sexual 
behaviours and activities; families where CSA occurs are typically 
chaotic, dysfunctional and/or disrupted; and IFCSA has significant 
psychological, behavioural, emotional, physical, and psychiatric ef-
fects. Of particular note in analysing the research in this area is the 
absence of first-hand accounts of IFCSA and its impact from children 
themselves, with most research relying on adult retrospective sam-
ples. 
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A Proposed Typology of RIP Trolls in Response to the  
Sandy Hook Elementary School Shooting:  

A Thematic Analysis 

Long, E.  

Middlesex University, London, UK 

This research attempts to propose an adequate typology of the phe-
nomenon known as RIP trolling, a recent phenomenon in which of-
fensive comments are posted on various online forums relating to 
people who have died. Literature on internet trolls is limited, and 
that which does exist tends to look at trolls’ reasoning and justifica-
tion for their activity (e.g. Bishop, 2013; Phillips, 2011a; 2011b). The 
aim of this study was to attempt to identify if there are recognisable 
sub-types of RIP troll activity. Thematic analysis (Braun and Clarke, 
2006) was employed to analyse 568 comments posted on six You-
Tube clips relating to the Sandy Hook Elementary School Shooting in 
Newtown, Connecticut, on the 14th of December 2012. Five main 
types of RIP trolling have been identified (from most to least concern-
ing); (1) Fantasy RIP Trolling, (2) Enjoyment RIP Trolling, (3) Praising 
and Condoning Unacceptable Behaviour RIP Trolling, (4) Conspiracy 
and Political RIP Trolling and (5) Inappropriate Joke RIP Trolling. 
Within the main types identified, there were three further subtypes 
that reflect the language used in the content: (1) discriminatory, (2) 
violent/aggressive or (3) sexual. The proposed typology reflects a 
range of severity of trolling activity, and this may assist in identifying 
which types need to be prioritised in relation to developing interven-
tions and possible legislation. Furthermore, this study has highlighted 
the distressing and highly explicit content that is regularly posted on 
the internet, which has the potential to offend, and possibly harm 
those who encounter it, or at whom it is aimed. 
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Haptic and auditive incompatible stimuli mitigate feelings of 
anger induced by aversive events 

Lutz, J. 

University of Potsdam, Potsdam, Germany 

Incompatible situational cues like pleasant music or humorous car-
toons can buffer the effects of provocation and attenuate aggressive 
inclinations. Since past research has shown that touching a teddy 
bear can mitigate the effects of social exclusion, it was reasoned that 
it would also reduce feelings of anger following provocation. In ex-
periment one, participants received either negative or positive bogus 
feedback on a creativity task. Subsequently, they were asked to 
evaluate a teddy bear or a neutral object in an ostensibly unrelated 
study on consumer behavior. The evaluation instructions explicitly 
directed participants to handle the objects. Handling the teddy bear 
led to a significant reduction of feelings of anger in provoked indi-
viduals. Experiment 2 replicated and extended these results to a dif-
ferent anger manipulation and measurement of arousal and aggres-
sive behavior. Motivational theories of aggressive behavior highlight 
that it is inherently approach oriented. Inducing avoidance-oriented 
affect (e.g. sadness) should therefore be incompatible to aggressive 
inclinations. Employing the same basic design as the first two studies, 
Experiment 3 tested if exposure to sad music could also buffer feel-
ings of frustration-induced anger. As expected, participants in the 
music condition reported significantly less anger after being frus-
trated than a no-music control group. The results are discussed re-
garding potential mediators of and preconditions for these effects to 
arise. 
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Bystander effect in cyberbullying incidents 

Machácková, H., Dedkova, L., & Mezulanikova, K.  

Masaryk University, Brno, Czech Republic 

The research on bullying and cyberbullying is increasingly focusing on 
bystanders (Machackova et al., 2013; Salmivalli, 2010). Bystanders 
can positively intervene by offering support to the victim, yet often 
they stay passive - behaviour which has been attributed to several 
individual and contextual factors, including bystander effect. Consid-
ering the specific character of cyberbullying incidents, we aimed to 
examine whether bystander effect is also connected to lower support 
among bystanders in cyberbullying. The study utilize data from 257 
cyber-bystanders aged 11-19 (M=15.78, SD=1.96; 77 % girls) from 
survey conducted in the Czech Republic in 2014. Outcome variable 
was scale from 7 supportive reactions used in study by Machackova 
et al. (2013). Bystander effect was assessed by measurement of the 
number of other people who knew about the incident. For control, 
we also included measurements of gender, age, empathy, social effi-
cacy, type of relationships to victim, and immediate empathic reac-
tion. We conducted a four-step hierarchical regression predicting 
supportive behaviour towards victim. With increasing number of 
other bystanders, the support decreased, which suggest the presence 
of bystander effect during the incidents. Overall empathy, empathic 
reaction, social efficacy and good relation to victim had also positive 
link with support. Findings are discussed with regard to the role of 
context for bystanders’ reactions to cyberbullying and cyber-
aggression. 
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Wie ein Schlag ins Gesicht –  
Verbale Aggression in der Online-Kommunikation 

Marx, K.  

Technische Universität Berlin, Berlin, Germany 

Cybermobbing ist aus linguistischer Perspektive der gezielte Versuch, 
Personen durch beleidigende und degradierende Kommentare zu 
verletzen und ihre Persönlichkeit zu dekonstruieren. Die Verbalatta-
cken zeigen, dass Sprache als Handlungsinstrument das Potenzial hat, 
Menschen kognitiv wie emotional zu beeinflussen. Mit Sprache kann 
man nicht nur zur Gewalt aufrufen, sondern ihr Gebrauch kann selbst 
eine Form von Gewaltausübung sein. Sprachliche Äußerungen akti-
vieren, reaktivieren und konstruieren konzeptuelle Repräsentationen 
sowie emotionale Einstellungen, die die Meinung in der Peergroup, 
aber auch völlig Unbeteiligter massiv und nachhaltig beeinflussen 
können. Obgleich verbale Gewalt im Cybermobbing-Kontext persön-
lich motiviert ist, ist sie oft zusätzlich Ausdruck sexistischer, xeno- 
und homophober Denkmuster, die im Web2.0 unkontrolliert tradiert 
werden. Täter können dadurch eine Machtposition einnehmen und 
diese durch fortdauernde Attacken und entsprechende Resonanz 
derjenigen, die „mitmachen“, stärken. In meinem Vortrag möchte ich 
das Aggressionspotenzial von Cybermobbing anhand seiner sprachli-
chen Charakteristika nachzeichnen. Als Datengrundlage meiner quali-
tativen Analyse verwende ich ein Korpus, das aus Einträgen auf Face-
book und der Internetseite Isharegossip.com (ISG) besteht, die inner-
halb kürzester Zeit eine Plattform für Cybermobbing wurde. 
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Moral Disengagement, Media Preferences,  
and the Effects of Violent Video Games 

Melzer, A.1, Happ, C.2, & Steffgen, G.1  
 1 Université du Luxembourg, Walferdange, Luxembourg 
 2 University of Trier, Trier, Germany 

Recent studies indicated that players are well aware of (im)moral 
events in video games (Hartmann, Toz, & Brandon, 2010), that there 
are marked individual differences in dealing with these events (Gab-
biadini et al., 2013), and that different forms of coping moderate 
violent game effects (Gabbiadini, Andrighetto, & Volpato, 2012; 
Gollwitzer & Melzer, 2012). In two studies, we further investigated 
the relation between violent media and players’ moral disengage-
ment (i.e., self-regulatory mechanisms that prevent self-sanctioning). 
It was found (N=302, online study) that the preference for violent 
media fully mediated the relation between general media use and 
moral disengagement. More importantly, however, moral disen-
gagement predicted violent media preference. In a second study 
(N=79, lab experiment), moral disengagement was found to moder-
ate both the effect of violent content on aggression-related inten-
tions and the perceived level of moral distress. Our findings extend 
recent suggestions that moral self-regulation is a key factor with re-
gard to both antecedents (e.g., Hartmann & Vorderer, 2010) and 
consequences of playing violent video games (e.g., Gabbiadini, An-
drighetto, & Volpato, 2012). The results are in line with feedback 
models that comprise factors of personality, game characteristics, 
and game effects (e.g., Elson et al., 2014; Slater et al., 2003). 
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Frequent media use increases the risk of cyberbullying and 
cybervictimization – Does ethical media competence help? 

Müller, C., Pfetsch, J., & Ittel, A.  

Technische Universität Berlin, Berlin, Germany 

The use of digital information and communication technologies is an 
integral part of adolescents’ everyday life. Besides various opportuni-
ties for information, entertainment and communication, media use is 
associated with risks like cyberbullying. Previous studies showed that 
increased media use is a major risk factor for cyberbullying and cy-
bervictimization. Given that restricting media use is not practicable to 
reduce the negative effects inherent in media use, the present study 
examines the relevance of ethical media competence. We expected 
ethical media competence to buffer the effect of increased media use 
on cyberbullying and cybervictimization. A survey was conducted 
with N = 934 students (53% female) aged 10–17 years (M = 13.26, SD 
= 1.63). As expected, hierarchical regression analyses show a positive 
main effect of media use, a negative main effect of ethical media 
competence, and a negative interaction effect of media use and me-
dia competence on cyberbullying and cybervictimization. Simple 
slope analyses reveal that at high levels of ethical media competence, 
media use has almost no effect on cybervictimization and a signifi-
cant negative effect on cyberbullying. Consequently, promoting ethi-
cal media competence constitutes a potential measure to prevent 
the risks of increased media use for cyberbullying and cybervictimiza-
tion. 
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Online Social Marketing Campaigns and Cyberbullying 

Spears, B.A., & Taddeo, C. 

University of South Australia, Magill Campus, Adelaide, Australia  

Online social marketing campaigns, are online strategies aimed at 
promoting social good, such as respect for self and others, positive 
affirmation and social connectedness. There is a need to engage with 
young people as knowledge brokers in cyberbullying research, as 
their voice is central to understanding this phenomenon (Spears & 
Kofoed, 2013).  The current research aims to deliver developmentally 
relevant, authentic, targeted messaging about cyberbullying to young 
people in the online environment. Participatory design methodology 
was employed in the development of two social marketing cam-
paigns: Campaign 1 (Keep It Tame) and Campaign 2 (@ppreciate). 
Using online test-retest methodologies, young people aged 12-17 
(N=2328) recruited for Campaign 2 from across Australia were allo-
cated to either exposure (to the campaign) or control group. Respect 
was measured using the Social Respect Scale developed for this study 
and Mental Health was determined by Depression, Anxiety and Stress 
scale; Social Connectedness scale and the Mental Health Continuum 
Short Form. 1000 young people (52%) were uninvolved in cyberbully-
ing in the previous term (2013); 25% (N=535) were identified as cy-
bervictims only; 2% (n=34) as cyberbullies only; and 19% (n=365) as 
cyberbully victims. Campaign 1 and Campaign 2 generated above 
industry standard hit rates indicating reach and impact. Cyberbully-
ing, respect, mental health and help seeking behaviours are investi-
gated in relation to the campaigns.  
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Predicting workplace mobbing by working conditions 

Steffgen, G.1, Kohl, D.1, & Happ, C.2  
 1 Université du Luxembourg, Walferdange, Luxembourg 
 2 University of Trier, Trier, Germany 

Workplace mobbing is a serious phenomenon that is costly to organi-
zations and has various negative consequences for the victims. The 
main purpose of the present study was to develop and validate a new 
short scale of workplace mobbing experiences and to investigate 
working conditions as predictors of workplace mobbing. A represen-
tative sample of 1537 employees (aged from 22 to 66 years; 56.8 % 
male) working in Luxembourg was interviewed via telephone (CATI) 
in this study. Results from exploratory and confirmatory factor analy-
ses confirmed a solution of one single factor. Internal reliability was 
satisfying and hierarchical regression analyses showed that satisfac-
tion and respect as well as mental strain at work are significant pre-
dictors of mobbing experiences. Although the present findings are 
preliminary in nature, they nevertheless support the validity of the 5-
item scale and the predictive role of working conditions. 
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“ They should wear sneakers and skinny jeans” .  
The development of a serious game on cyberbullying 

Van Cleemput, K.1, Vandebosch, H.1, Bastiaensens, S.1,  

Poels, K.1, Desmet, A.2, & De Bourdeaudhuij, I.2  
 1 University of Antwerp, Antwerp, Belgium 
 2 Ghent University, Ghent, Belgium 

In this presentation, we will discuss the development of a serious game 
on cyberbullying. The game is created in the context of an inter-
disciplinary project, called “Friendly ATTAC”. Serious games are theoreti-
cally well suited for learning and behaviour change among young people 
(Baranowski, Buday, Thompson, & Baranowski, 2008; Shegog, 2010), and 
their effectiveness for learning and behaviour change has been empiri-
cally verified (Connolly, Boyle, MacArthur, Hainey, & Boyle, 2012; Khar-
razi, Shirong Lu, Gharghabi, & Coleman, 2012).  
We will focus on the results of the concept test and user tests of the 
prototype. The concept test and user tests were guided by theory on 
narratives in health communication (Transportation Theory, Extended 
Elaboration Likelihood Model), behaviour change (Social Cognitive The-
ory) and media enjoyment (Flow theory, Identification).  
For the concept test, we performed focus group discussions with 63 
students from the first and second year of secondary education in Flan-
ders. In these focus groups, we discussed the backstory, the characters 
and the first graphics. To test the prototype, we organised interviews 
using a retrospective think-aloud procedure with eight students of the 
same age range.  
The main findings from the concept test were that the backstory was 
engaging, but should be presented in a more attractive way, and that the 
characters were realistic with regard to their roles in cyberbullying situa-
tions, but their physical appearance did not match the physical appear-
ance of the target group. The user tests showed some problems with the 
user face, the graphical environment and the linearity of the gameplay. 
A second prototype is currently being developed. 
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Aggressive theme – aggressive thoughts?  
Topics, posts and their content  

in a school shooting-interest forum 

Verhovnik, M.  

Catholic University Eichstätt-Ingolstadt, Eichstätt, Germany 

On April 20th, 1999, two teenagers started a deathly shooting at Col-
umbine High School in the U.S., at the time the most serious school 
shooting to have occurred in the world. Most aspiring school shoot-
ers research former acts on the internet extensively before planning 
their own attack, which has been particularly true of Columbine. The 
fantasies about the aftermath of action seem to be an important and 
common feature of most school shooters (Newman et al. 2004; 
Meier 2007; Moore et al 2003). Their self-made media exist in a very 
high number and have an unmanageable fan base, especially in the 
vastness of the Internet (Lindgren 2012; Paton 2012; Boeckler & See-
ger 2010). In April 2005, a computer game was published: "Super 
Columbine Massacre RPG!" allows players to experience and re-enact 
the day of the shooting in the roles of the perpetrators Eric H. and 
Dylan K.  A user forum was created to allow players to discuss not 
only the game itself, but also Columbine or other school massacres. 
With respect to former research, the topics and posts discussed by 
the members provide a good insight into the minds and feelings of 
people that are interested – and maybe have an affinity – to school 
shootings. A combination of qualitative and quantitative content 
analysis is currently being investigated as a sample of postings about 
“Thoughts on the Shooting” (August/September 2014). The results 
will follow in October 2014. The focus is on violent content and on 
statements of the members. 
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The Movie Viewer Task – Exploring the Additive and  
Interactive Roles of Aggression, Prosocial Behavior, and 

Social Preference in Predicting Resource Control  
in Young Children 

Wettstein, A.1, 2, Brendgen, M.3, 5, Vitaro, F.3, 4, Guimond, F.-A.5,  

Forget-Dubois, N.7, Cantin, S.4, Dionne, G.7, & Boivin, M.7 
 1 University of Applied Sciences PHBern, Switzerland, 
 2 Department of Education, University of Bern, Switzerland, 
 3 Ste. Justine Hospital Research Centre, Montreal, Canada, 
 4 School of Psycho-education, University of Montreal, Canada,  
 5 Department of Psychology, University of Quebec at Montreal, Canada,  
 7 Department of Psychology, Laval University, Quebec City, Canada. 

The Movie viewer task is a semi-structured laboratory play situation, 
in order to elicit both competitive and cooperative strategies to gain 
access to a limited but highly attractive resource. The movie viewer is 
a box, which consists of an eye piece, a carton cassette, and an elec-
tric bulb to illuminate the cartoon strip. In order to exploit the poten-
tial resource the cooperation of three participants is required. Distin-
guishing between physical and social aggression, this study examined 
whether the predictive effect of aggression on resource control a) is 
moderated by prosocial behavior and b) corresponds to a linear or a 
curvilinear trend. Moderating effects of children’s social preference 
among peers and child sex in this context were also tested. Based on 
a sample of 682 kindergarten children (348 girls; average age 72.7 
months, 3.6 SD), multilevel regressions revealed additive linear ef-
fects of social preference and prosociality on resource control. Mod-
erate (but not high) levels of social aggression also facilitated re-
source control for disliked children. There was no such threshold 
effect for well liked children, who increasingly controlled the re-
source the more socially aggressive they were. In contrast, physical 
aggression hampered resource control unless used very modestly. 
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Aggression related Trauma and Coping among University 
Students – Exploring Emotional Intelligence Applications on 

Coping with Aggression related Trauma 

Bulathwatta, A.  

University of Leipzig, Leipzig, Germany 

This study tries to figure out the role of emotional Intelligence for devel-
oping coping strategies among adolescents who face traumatic events. 
Late adolescence students who have enrolled into the University educa-
tion (Bachelor students/ first year students) would be selected as the 
sample. University education is an important stage of students’ aca-
demic life. Therefore, all students need to develop their competencies to 
attain the goal of passing examinations and also to developing their wis-
dom related to scientific knowledge they gathered through their aca-
demic life. Study to be conducted in a cross cultural manner and it will 
be taking place in Germany and Sri Lanka. Sample will be consisting with 
200 students from each country. Late adolescence is a critical period of 
human being as it is foot step in their life which acquiring the emotional 
and social qualities in their social life. There are many adolescents who 
have affected by aggression related traumatic events during their life 
span but have not been identified or treated. More specifically, there are 
numerous burning issues within first year of the university students 
namely, ragging done by seniors to juniors, bulling, invalidation and is-
sues raise based on attitudes changes and orientation issues. Those fac-
tors can be traumatic for both their academic and day to day life style. 
Identifying the students who are with emotional damages and their resil-
iency afterwards the aggression related traumas and effective rehabilita-
tion from the traumatic events is immensely needed in order to facilitate 
university students for their academic achievements and social life 
within the University education. 
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Relationship between cyberbullying victimization,  
media usage and health outcomes in  

Romanian school aged children 

Cosma, A. Balazsi, R., & Baban, A. 

Babes Bolyai University, Cluj Napoca, Romania 

Cyberbullying victimization has become a stringent and largely preva-
lent adolescent health issue. Past research literature identified its 
associations with psychosocial problems such as depressive sympto-
matology, social and behavioural problems, and involvement in risky 
behaviors. Using a representative sample for Romanian school aged 
children (N=4650), the present study aims to identify the prevalence 
of cyberbullying victimization in Romanian schools. Another aim of 
this study is to investigate the relationship between cyberbullying 
victimization and media usage (texting, emailing, using social media), 
and also between cyberbullying victimization and health outcomes 
(mental health indicators and involvement in risky behaviors).  The 
preliminary results of this study provide insight into the growing 
problem of cyber-bullying in Romanian context. Sex and gender dif-
ferences are also discussed.  
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The chosen conditionings to be a victim or an aggressor of 
indirect aggression during adolescence 

Farnicka, M. 

University of Zielona Góra, Zielona Góra, Poland  

Presented study based on the model proposed by Bushman and 
Anderson (2002). This research aims to analyze the role of chosen 
factors as a conditioning of the process of undertaking behavior of 
perpetrator of indirect aggression. This problem is connected with 
the attachment and feeling of helplessness in difficult situations and 
consequently with entering into the roles of indirect aggression vic-
tim or culprit. For that purpose, two groups of variables were identi-
fied. The first group included child-independent variables shaping the 
socio-economic status of the family (parents’ education, material 
status, number of siblings) and age, sex, and temper. While the sec-
ond: patterns of attachment to father and mother, hostility and an-
ger and ones’ own experiences.  
The presented study was aimed at verifying the hypothesis on the 
relationship between perceived conditionings of aggressive behav-
iours and personal experience of being a victim or an aggressor and 
about relationship between some psychological factors and being 
victim or aggressor of indirect aggression. The studied group con-
sisted of 120 adolescents in the age from 14 to 19. The research tools 
were Mini – DIA, the Inventory of Parent and Peer Attachment (IPPA), 
The Buss-Perry Aggression Questionnaire and EAS. The results of the 
data analyses (regression analysis, cluster analysis) and discussion 
will be presented at the conference.  
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‘“ He’ll ‘ave to toughen up or they’ll think ‘es a puff”   
Normalising violence in working class boy's gender identity' 

Jones, S. 

University of Coventry, Coventry, UK 

Mac an Ghail (2003) notes that: ‘Along with black boys working class 
boys are seen as having too much masculinity’, but what does this 
mean? Firstly too much masculinity for whom, and what does too 
much masculinity mean? Taken from my ethnographic research 
based on the daily lives of white working class women, their children 
and the men, who frequent the ‘family room’ and garden, in a public 
house on a South Birmingham housing estate, this paper addresses 
some of the points of equating masculine identity and violence in 
white working class male identities. Drawing on Connell’s discussion 
on hegemony and masculinity and Hearn’s theories of production of 
masculinities, and using examples from my own research I examine 
attitudes towards violence as a natural part of masculinity and nor-
malising of violence in boy’s behaviour within the group. Through 
examining the structuring, acceptance and sometimes rejection of 
violence as a generalised masculine identity within the pub, and 
more generally within working class culture, can it  be argued that 
violence is not only seen to be normalised but is a prerequisite to a 
successful male identity for people within the research group? 
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Country ostracized by other countries:  
Effect of exclusion on aggression 

Petrovic, B., & Stahlberg, D. 

University of Mannheim, Mannheim, Germany 

Individuals are ostracized on a daily basis, which thwarts the satisfac-
tion of basic needs and is painful (Williams, 2007). However, although 
of great every day relevance, there is not much research on ostracism 
by groups. The main goal of the present studies is to examine how 
citizens of one country feel and act when other countries exclude 
them. We argue that ostracism compared to inclusion will lead to 
more aggression and that attributing ostracism to a prejudice will 
mediate this effect. 
In three studies participants were from Serbia, a small European 
country, that would like to be, but it is still not part of the European 
Union. 
In study1 Serbs played Cyberball with allegedly two other players 
from the EU. Ostracized participants were more aggressive than in-
cluded ones F(1,62)=6.13, p<.05. In study2 participants believed that 
three national teams were playing Cyberball. Ostracized participants 
were more aggressive F(1,81)=5.21, p<.05. Ingroup bias moderated 
the effect of ostracism on aggression F(1,81)=3,83, p<.05. In both 
studies, attributing ostracism to a prejudice mediated the relation-
ship between inclusionary status and aggression. In study3 ostracism 
was induced using a scenario where participants read that the EU 
countries decided to exclude Serbia from the Within-Europe visa-free 
travel list. Ostracized participants were more aggressive compared to 
the control group F(1,68)=12.09, p<.01. 
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Normative Attitudes and Justice Sensitivity in Relation to 
Bullying and Cyberbullying among Adolescents 

Rottenburg, E.1, & Pfetsch, J.2 
 1 University of Potsdam, Potsdam, Germany 
 2 Technische Universität Berlin, Berlin, Germany 

Normative attitudes may influence the probability of antisocial be-
haviour like bullying. While traditional bullying is defined through 3 
aspects – intention to harm, repetition and power imbalance – for 
cyberbullying the use of electronic communication tools has to be 
added. Normative beliefs about aggression, thus beliefs about the 
appropriateness of aggressive behaviour, relate positively to bullying 
(Burton, Florell, & Wygant, 2013). Justice sensitivity describes indi-
vidual differences in the reaction to unfair situations and has been 
found to be related to prosocial (perpetrator sensitivity) and antiso-
cial behaviour (victim sensitivity; Gollwitzer, Schmitt, Schalke, Maes, 
& Baer, 2005). 
In the current study, we tested the predictive value of normative 
beliefs about aggression and justice sensitivity (victim and perpetra-
tor perspective) for bullying. N = 968 school students (51 % female), 
aged 9 to 17 years (M = 12.9, SD = 1.7) completed questionnaires 
about social behaviour and attitudes. Analyses revealed a strong rela-
tionship of normative beliefs about aggression to traditional and cy-
berbullying. Further, perpetrator justice sensitivity was negatively 
related to both forms of bullying, while victim justice sensitivity only 
predicted positively traditional bullying (and not cyberbullying). Ex-
periences of cybervictimisation predicted victim justice sensitivity. 
Thus, normative attitudes and experiences of unfairness are relevant 
for traditional and cyberbullying.  
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The use of persuasive arguments in reducing  
rape myth acceptance  

Schwark, S., & Bohner, G. 

Bielefeld University, Bielefeld, Germany 

Rape myth acceptance (RMA) contributes to increased rape proclivity 
in men (e.g., Bohner et al., 1998). Several studies have examined 
ways to reduce such false beliefs about sexual violence against 
women (e.g., Lonsway, 1996; O’Donohue, Yeater, & Fanetti, 2003). 
Borrowing from research on persuasion, our study aims to examine 
the effect of strong vs. weak arguments against RMA. In a 2 (argu-
ment quality) x 2 (source gender) online experiment, participants 
read a message providing either strong or weak arguments against 
RMA that allegedly came from an expert source who was either male 
or female. We measured participants’ feminist attitudes at the be-
ginning of the study, along with their RMA before and after they read 
the message. Furthermore, participants rated the competence of the 
source. We also tracked the stability of a possible change in RMA by 
sending out a follow-up questionnaire one week after the initial 
study. We predicted that (1) participants who read strong arguments 
would show a decrease in their RMA, compared to participants who 
read weak arguments, and (2) the male source would be perceived as 
more competent than the female source. Results will be discussed in 
relation to rape myth theory and potential for interventions. 
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Analyzing online aggression among adolescents:  
Severity level and ways of coping 

Stelter, C. 

University of Koblenz – Landau, Campus Landau, Germany 

Research in the field of aggressive online behavior among adoles-
cents often focuses on cyberbullying which is defined as bullying via 
electronic devices. The present study aims not to investigate the spe-
cific phenomenon of cyberbullying limited by its criteria but the more 
general phenomenon of online aggression among young people. 
Which behaviors are considered online aggression and how are 
young people dealing with them?  
The objective is to examining several situations in young peoples 
virtual environment which cause harm or discomfort or reduce self-
esteem regarding three main questions: (1) What forms of online 
aggression occur most often among adolescents? (2) Which forms of 
online aggression do adolescents consider most severe or harmful? 
(3) Do young people use different coping strategies depending on the 
type of aggression they face (verbal, overt, indirect, relational), de-
pending on the relationship with the perpetrator (close friend, less 
close friend, pure digital-friend), depending on whether the attack 
was public vs. private or depending on type of offensive method 
(written vs. visual).  
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The influence of individual, relationship and ideological  
factors on Psychological Intimate Partner Violence  

Against Women 

Zapata-Calvente, A.L., Megías, J. L.; & Moya, M. 

University of Granada, Granada, Spain 

Intimate partner violence against women (IPVAW) is a complex phe-
nomenon with multiple causes. Theoretical ecological models try to 
help understand the multifaceted nature of this violence. Although 
different factors have been found to be significant predictors in IP-
VAW perpetrated by men, most of research conducted up to now has 
studied these factors separately. The present study attempted to 
conjointly explore the effects of individual (age, aggressiveness and 
fearful attachment), relationship (living with partner, jealousy, con-
structive partner communication and peer support to IPVAW) and 
ideological (normative beliefs about aggression, hostile sexism and 
masculine gender role stress) factors on proclivity to psychological 
IPVAW and actual psychological IPVAW perpetration. We also as-
sessed a recently increasing new form of partner violence: technol-
ogy-related IPVAW. Two hundred and forty-two college male stu-
dents filled out the scales in their usual classroom. Although IPVAW 
proclivity indexes and actual behaviours were relatively low, multiple 
regression analyses revealed significant contributions of some of the 
predictors studied (aggressiveness, fearful attachment, constructive 
partner communication, hostile sexism and masculine gender role 
stress). Implications of these results both theoretical and applied will 
be discussed.  
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Contact to Presenters 

Asanka Bulathwatta asankabulathwatta@gmail.com 

Rebecca Bondü rebecca.bondue@uni-konstanz.de 

Robert Busching robert.busching@uni-potsdam.de 

Alina Cosma alinacosma@psychology.ro 

Andreia Costa andreia.pintocosta@uni.lu 

Lenka �� �"���l�}�À�� ldedkova@fss.muni.cz 

Charlotte Diehl charlotte.diehl@uni-bielefeld.de 

Aliye Emirali aliyeemirali@googlemail.com 

Marzanna Farnicka marzanna@farnicka.pl 

Nayla Fawzi nayla.fawzi@ifkw.lmu.de 

Roberta Fida carlo.tramontano@coventry.ac.uk 

Julia Fluck fluck@zepf.uni-landau.de 

Gianluca Gini gianluca.gini@unipd.it 

Petra Gradinger petra.gradinger@fh-linz.at 

Jacky M. Gray j.gray@mdx.ac.uk 

Christian Happ happ@uni-trier.de 

Markus Hess mhess@zedat.fu-berlin.de 

Miranda A.H. Horvath m.horvath@mdx.ac.uk 

Susan Jones ab7864@coventry.ac.uk 

Mackenzie Lambine m.lambine@mdx.ac.uk 

Ellouise Long e.long@mdx.ac.uk 
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Johannes Lutz jlutz@uni-potsdam.de 

Hana Machácková hmachack@fss.muni.cz 

Konstanze Marx konstanze.marx@tu-berlin.de 

André Melzer andre.melzer@uni.lu 

Christin R. Müller christin.r.mueller@tu-berlin.de 

Tom Page tep22@kent.ac.uk 

Branislava Petrovic bpetrovi@mail.uni-mannheim.de 

Tobias Rothmund rothmund@uni-landau.de 

Esther Rottenburg e.rottenburg@icloud.com 

Sandra Schwark s.schwark@uni-bielefeld.de 

Barbara Spears barbara.spears@unisa.edu.au 

Georges Steffgen georges.steffgen@uni.lu 

Claudia Stelter stelter@zepf.uni-landau.de 

Katrien Van Cleemput  katrien.vancleemput@uantwerpen.be 

Melanie Verhovnik melanie.verhovnik@ku.de 

Alexander Wettstein alexander.wettstein@phbern.ch 

Antonella L. Zapata Calvente antonellalzc@ugr.es 
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How to get there /  Campus Map 

Conference Venue: The Workshop Aggression takes place at the 
building in Marchstraße 23, 10587 Berlin (see on the Map the green 
arrow). To find your way on the Campus of the TU Berlin have a look 
at the Campusplan (map) on the next page. 
 
S-Bahn/  U-Bahn/  Bus: There is a bus stop close by (line 245, in purple 
next to the green arrow). This bus takes you to Ernst-Reuter-Platz and 
S+U-Bahnhof Zoologischer Garten. The U-Bahnhof Ernst-Reuter-Platz 
with line U2 is about 450 meters from our building. At Ernst-Reuter-
Platz also leaves the Express bus X9 to Tegel Airport. The fastest way 
to the central train station Hauptbahnhof is from S-Bahnhof Tiergar-
ten (S3, S5, S7, S75) which is within walking distance about 950 me-
ters or from S+U-Bahnhof Zoologischer Garten. 
 
Car: There are possibilities to park a car in the streets around the 
building. 
 
Conference Dinner: The conference dinner takes place at 19:00 h on 
Friday, 21st in the restaurant Wohlfahrt´s & Dressler, Kurfürsten-
damm 207-208. The nearest subway station is U1 Uhlandstraße, 
which is about 120 meters from the restaurant (U2 from Ernst-
Reuter-Platz to Wittenbergplatz, then change to U1). You can walk to 
the restaurant from the workshops venue in about 25 Minutes (1900 
Meters). 
 
Optional Visit of the Berlin Wall Memorial: After the official Work-
shop Program, you can visit the Berlin Wall Memorial (Gedenkstätte 
Berliner Mauer), Bernauer Straße 111, 13355 Berlin. You can get 
there from the bus stop near to the Workshop Venue (Bus 245 to S 
Bahnhof Nordbahnhof). Admission to the Memorial is free, it has 
German and English Films and Audio Guides and documents the his-
tory of the divided city of Berlin. Germany recently has celebrated 
the 25th anniversary of the fall of the Wall. 
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Campusplan /  Map 
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Useful Sentences in German 

German Pronunciation English 

Guten Morgen gu	d�š�v�R���u� ŗgen Good Morning 

Guten Tag gu	d�š�v�R ta	dk Hello/Good Day 

Guten Abend gu	d�š�v�R a	d���v�Rt Good Evening 

Gute Nacht gu	dte nakht Good Night 

Tschüss �š�†�Z�fs /  tsch�º�[s   Bye 

Danke schön ���¢nke �Zø	dn Thank you 

Bitte schön b�At�/ �Zø	dn You're welcome 

Bitte b�At�/ Please 

Sprechen Sie Deutsch 
/  English? 

�Zpr�1ç�v�R zi:  d�*yt�Z /  �1�|l�A�Z Do you speak Ger-
man / English? 

Ich spreche (kein) ... �Aç �Zpr�1ç�1 kain I (don't) speak... 

Können Sie mir hel-
fen? 

kœn�/n zi:  mi:�&�X h�1�o�(�v�R? Can you help me?   

Wo ist / Wo sind... ? �Á�}�[ �·st  /  zint... ? Where is / Where 
are... ? 

Ich möchte ein Bier. �Aç mœçt�/�����]�[n bi:�&�X I'd like a beer. 

Wo ist die Toilette? �Á�}�[���·st di: �š�}�Xa.�o�®tte? Where is the rest-
room? 

Zahlen bitte! Za:len b�At�/! The bill, please! 

Wo ist die nächste 
Bushaltestelle? 

�Á�}�[���·st di: n�1:çst�/ 
b�ashalt�/�Zt�1l�/? 

Where is the next 
bus stop? 

Wo ist ein Bankauto-
mat?  

�Á�}�[���·st ain 
ba�|k| ���†utoma	dt? 

Where is an ATM? 



Useful Sentences in German 

58 

 

German Pronunciation English 

Wo kann ich einen 
Fahrschein kaufen? 

�Á�}�[ kann �Aç ain�/n 
fa:�Zain �l���µ�(�v�R? 

Where can I buy a 
ticket? 

Wie viel kostet das?  wie vi	dl �l�¸stet ���¢s? How much does that 
cost? 

Wie komme ich zum 
...? 

wie komm�/ �Aç ts�am 
...? 

How do I get to …? 

Wo ist der U/S-
Bahnhof?  

�Á�}�[���·st  de:�&�X U/S- ba:n 
ho:f? 

Where is the subway 
station/  the S-Bahn 
station? 

Gibt es hier (kostenlo-
ses) W-LAN?  

gibt es hi:�&�X (kosten-
lohses) veh lan? 

Is there free WLAN? 
 

Kaffee ka	]fe	d Coffee 

Tee ti	d   Tea 

Wasser �t �¢sser Water 

Rotwein/Weißwein rohtvine / W-isvine Red /white wine 

Fahren Sie bitte zum 
Flughafen / zum 
Hauptbahnhof. 

far-en zi b�At�/ ts�am 
flu:kha:fn /  hauptba:n 
ho:f 

Please bring me to 
the airport / to the 
main station. 
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General Information 

Workshop venue 

Technische Universität Berlin 
Institute of Education 
Department of Educational Psychology, MAR 2-6 
Marchstr. 23 
10587 Berlin 

Contact 

Dr. Jan Pfetsch 
Telephone (direct):  +49 30 314 24431 
Telephone (Administrative Assistant): +49 30 314 73524 
Fax:  +49 30 314 29598 
E-Mail: jan.pfetsch@tu-berlin.de 
http:/ /www.tu-berlin.de/?148054 

Important telephone numbers 

Taxi Service 030 202020 
Police  110 
Fire department  112 
Emergencies  112 
Telephone Service TU Berlin (Monday-Thursday 8-16 h, Friday 8-15 h): 
+49 (0)30 314-0 (from outside of the University) or -8 (from telephones 
within the University) 

Restaurant for the conference dinner 

Wohlfahrt´s & Dressler  
Kurfürstendamm 207-208 
10719 Berlin 
030 8833530 
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